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Doctor  of 


SIR, 

IN  a  late  Converfatton  you  Teemed  to  be  greatly  a-* 
verfe  to  the  modern  PraQice  of  Inoculating  the 
Small  Pox:  You  allured  me :  that  feveral  of  your 
learned  Faculty  were  of  the  lame  Sentiments.  You  al- 
ledged  and  urjged  a  great  many  Arguments  againil  that  - 
Pi  actice ;  which  I  fhall  not  difguife  in  the  lead ;  nor 

i  thl  0PP°fite  ones  in  any  aggravating  Glare :  But 
P  ace  the  Reafons  “Pro  and  Co®,  in  a  juft  Balance,  againil 
each  other;  that  Perfons  of  a  moderate  Capacity  may 
eafily  difcern,  which  fide,  Preponderates. 

As  we  were  not  born  merely  for  ourfelves,  every  one 
ought  to  contribute,  what  lyes  in  his  Power,  for  the 
oood  of  the  whole:  I  don’t  Queftiom  but  fome  fuels 
Motive,  made  your  learned  Faculty  intermeddle  in  this 
Dupute.,  The  principal  View  of  this  Letter,  is  to  en- 
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cfesavour  to  ftrike  out  fome  Light,  for  the  prefervatloil 
of  the  Species,  with  Refpedt  to  a  Diftemper,  which 
makes  fuch  Havock  in  thefe  Northern  Climates.  In 
fuch  a  Cafe  all  Auxiliaries  are  to  be  called  in.  Surely 
in  this  deplorable  Diftemper,  no  Man  of  common  Hu¬ 
manity  will  write  for,  or  againft  any  Praftice,  merely 
for  writing  fake,  or  to  magnify  his  Learning,  or  to 
efpoufe  a  Party-caufe,  and  the  like:  That  would  almoft 
be  fporting  in  Earneft,  with  Human  Mifery. 

What  ever  may  be  the  right  Method  of  treating  the 
Small-pox,  ’tis  Fa£t,  it  has  not  been  thoroughly  found 
out  yet :  Such  numbers,  as  are  daily  fwept  away  by  it, 
may  be  a  convincing  Proof  of  it.  I  have  heard  learned 
Phylicians  affirm,  that  when  full  grown  Perfons  are 
feized  with  it,  particularly  of  High-life,  high  fed,  £f?c. 
they  are  generally  given  for  loft :  The  very  Fear  of  ic 
in  the  Patients  themfelves,  when  full  grown,  is  often  as 
fatal  to  them  as  the  Diftemper:  Whereas  it  is  certain, 
where  fuch  Perfons  are  prepared  for  it,  and  Inoculated 
by  their  own  Confent,that  Fear  is  very  much  leffened* 
I  will  not  affirm,  that  fo  many  die  through  any  Defeft 
in  the  modern  Practice,  but  from  the  fatality  of  the 
Diftemper;  perhaps  increafed  by  our  Luxury  and  way 
of  Living:  However  we  have  deplorable  Examples, in 
the  better  fort  of  Families,  who  are  taken  off,  when 
they  come  to  be  full  grown,  Men  and  Women;  who 
in  all  probability  would  have  efcaped,  had  they  been 
Inoculated,  or  had  taken  it  when  they  are  young.  Yet 
perfons  out  of  I  don’t  know  what  fort  ofTendernefsfor 
their  Children,  will  keep  them  up,  as  the  Saying  is,  to 
be  out  of  Danger,  till  they  are  full  grown,  and  out  of 
tneir  Parents  and  Guardians  Power;  That  is,  till  they 


are  in  greater  Danger;  when  they  muft  either  deprive 
thefflfelves  of  the  Commerce  and  Company  of  their  E- 
quals,  abftiining  from  Diverfions and  Employments,  a- 
greeable  to  their  Rank,  or  fall  a  Prey  to  a  Diftemper, 
fo  fatal  to  Perfons  in  their  Circumftances. 

I  prefume,  Sir,  that  neither  yourfelf,  nor  any  one, 
who-  is  acquainted  with  what'paffes  in  thefe  parts  of 
the  World,  can  be  ignorant  of  the  furprifing  Succefs 
the  modern  Pra&ice  of  Inoculation  has  been  attended 
with  Perfons  of  the  firft  Rank  give  into  ft;  and  to 
their  great  Satisfaction  have  experienced  both  the  Be¬ 
nefit  and  Safety  of  it :  Tis  impoflible  People  fhould  be 
more  tender,  or  even  more  fearful  of  the  Lives  of 
themfelves  and  Children  than  the  prime  Quality  are; 
as  they  are  furrounded  with  the  Bleflings  of  Life  a« 
bove  others,  yet  contemning  vulgar  Clamours  and  Pre¬ 
judices,  they  give- into  the  PraQicealmoft  univerfally  ; 
induced  both  bv  the  Succefs  and  the  ftrength  of  the 
Reafons  tor  it.  In  all  human  Appearance,  ’tis  the  fife  ft 
Method  yet  known,  to  preferve  us  from  the  fatality  of 
that  Diitemper ;  and  feems  to  be  marked  out  to-  us  by 
providence  itfelf,  when,  as  we  fee  by  wofu!  Experi¬ 
ence,  the  mod-ri  Pradlice,  can’t  guard  ayainft  its  Fa¬ 
tality,  particularly  in  full  grown  Perfons  of  limb  Life. 
And  though  it  met  with  great  Oppoficion  at  the  begin¬ 
ning,  we  find  Inoculation  makes  its  Way  by  the  bed 

Argument  in  Practice;  that  is  by  repeated  Succefs. _ 

But,  as  not  only  the  Vulgar  entertain  great  Prejudices 
againftit;  and  no  Wonder;  being  the  moft  difficult  to 
be  turned  from  running  a  Head  of  any  People  fn  the 
World,  but  even  Perfons  of  your  Learning  and  Pene¬ 
tration,  biing  fome  formidable  Arguments,  in  oftooli* 
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tion  to  k.  I  fhall  examine  them  one  by  one,  with  that 
Candour,  every  perfon  ought  to  apply  in  a  Concern  of 
fuch  Confequence  to  human  Life. 


;  Tirfi  Then,  you  immagine  it  is  tempting  providence 
to  bring  upon  ourfelves  fuch  a  dangerous  Didemper  of 
our  own  Accord;  when,  perhaps  providence  may  pre- 
ferve  us  from  it  all  our  Lives;  and  even  fave  us,  if  we 
catch  it  naturally.  But,  is  it  not  ten  times  more  dan¬ 
gerous,  if  you  catch  it  naturally,  and  ten  to  one  that 
you  will  not  efcape  it  all  your  Life?  with  other  Con- 
iequences  attending  it,  as  will  be  feen  prefently.  How-* 
ever  this  is  one  of  the  mod:  glaring  Objeffions  acrainft 
Iriopulation  at  fird  Sight.  Though  in  reality  there  is 
a  great  Fallacy  in  it,  in  not  diftinguifhing  between  the 
Danger  of  the  Didemper  taken  by  Infettion,  and  given 
by  Inoculation:  ’Tis  certainly  a  mod  dangerous  Didetrw 
k  y  fe n  ,  but  it  can’t  be  properly  de¬ 

nied  a  dangerous  Didemper  given  by  Inoculation  ;  but 
is  generally  a  fafe  Operation;  notwithdanding  fomc 
Accidents  may  happen,  either  trom  catching  Cold,  Ne¬ 
gligence  of  the  Nurfes,  or  lome  latent  Difpofmon  in 
the  Patient,  which  the  niceft  Phyfician  can’t  forefee ; 
t'^at  in  reality,  if  one  here  or  there,  which  is  very 
feldom,  fhonld  mifearry  under  the  Operation,  ’tis 
rather  the  Eflecl  of  fome  unforefeen  Accident  than  of 
Inoculation.  ^  Is  not  the  Patient  liable  to  the  lame  Ac¬ 
cidents  by  Tnfeftion?  with  an  addition  of  feveral  more 
dangerous  Symptoms  and  Circumdances,  which  might 
have  been  prevented  by  Inoculation.  But  to  return  to 
what  y  ou  pleafe  to  call  tempting  of  Providence,  befides 
the  Fallacy  in  not  didinguifhing  between  the  vad 
Danger  in  taking  it  by  Infedtion,  efpecially  in  full 


grown 
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grown  Perfons,  who  by  the  over  Tendernefs  of  their 
Parents,  are  prefei  ved  from  one  Danger,  to  beexpofed 
to  an  infinitely  greater;  people  don’t  coniider  the  vaft 
over  ballance  of  Reafon  in  every  Refpedtfor*  Inocula¬ 
tion:  The  vaji  Ouds  againft  any  one  Individual,  that 
he  will  not  efcape  it  all  his  Life:  When  catching. it  by 
Infection,  he  is  in  infinite  more  Danger,  than  when 
he  is  duly  prepared  for  it;  taking  it  at  a  proper  Age, 
from  a  good  Kind,  &?c.  Thefe  Odds,  againft  any  par- 
;  ticuiar  Individual  efcaping  it  all  his  Life,  may  beeafiiy 
computed  by  the  meanneft  Capacity:  viz.  For  one 
per fon  that  cfcapes  it  all  his  Life,  tinlefs  he  is  ftmt  ut> 
from  the  Commerce  of  Men,  we  may  lay  down,  that 
twenty  for  one  will  not:  Nay  he  is  not  abfolutely  fafe, 
though  he  were  to  be  flint  up  from  all  Commerce  with 
the  World,  fince  the  Infection  may  be  often  carried  by 
wafts  of  Air,  or  feme  fecret  Caufe,  where  it  is  leaft 
‘expected :  By  confequence,  it  is  at  leaft  twenty  to  one, 
that  any  affignable  perfon  will  have  it,  firftor lafl:  And 
that  generally  fpeaking  when  he  is  in  fome  ill  Habit  of 
Body,  after  fome  Surfeit,  fome  Heat  and  Cold,  or 
other  Indifpofition  ;  perhaps  in  the  molt  dangerous  time 
of  ;  is  Life;  more  probably  alfo,  he  takes  it  from  the 
moft  virulent  kind;  which  according  to  the  moft natu¬ 
ral  way  of  Thinking,  fliouid  be  moft  infectious,  and 
communicative  of  the  poifon;  Whereas  in  Inoculation, 
you  chufe  the  moft  proper  time  of  Life;  you  prepare 
the  patient,  by  the  beft  Methods. known  to  Art:  You 
give  the  Diftemper  from  the  moft  favourable  kind; 
And  though  the  Eruption  may  not  intirely  anfwer that 
kind,  from  fome  unknown  Indifpofitions:  Very  pofli- 
ble  fome  prior  Infection  may  iye  hid ;  as  it  is  certain 
it  will  fometimes,  and  break  out,  upon  fome  other  id 
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Habits,  yet  to  take  it  from  a  favourable  bind,  muff  Be 
a  great  Advantage;  you  alfo  give  it  when  the  patient 
is  leaft  fenfible  of  the  Fear  of  it;  or,  if  full  grown, 
being  duly  prepared  with  his  own  Confent,  the  Fear 
and  Apprehenfion  of  it  in  a  great  meafure  is  taken  off ; 
which  all  know  is  a  great  addition  to  the  Fatality  of  the 
Diftemper,  when  full  grown  perfons  are  taken  unex¬ 
pectedly  with  it  by  Infeftion ;  with  ff.veral  other  Con- 
fiderations,  obvious  to  any  one  who  ferioufly  reflects 
on  it:  By  Confequence  there  are  not  only  vaft  Odds 
againft  you,  that  you  will  not  efcape  it  all  your  Life ; 
but  alfo  a  vaft  over-ballance  of  Reafon,  that  the  fafeft 
way  to  prevent  the  Fatality  of  the  Diftemper,  is  by  In¬ 
oculation  :  Is  it  then  tempting  Providence  to  follow  the 
Ballance  of  Reafon,  in  fo  evident  a  Degree,  and  the 
moft  prudential  Methods  in  a  Concern  of  fuch  Con¬ 
fequence  to  human  Life?  To  turn  an  almoft  fatal  Di¬ 
ftemper,  which  by  vaft  Odds  you  will  have  firftorlaft, 
not  only  into  alefs  fatal  one,  but  into  a  favourable  one, 
nay  one  may  almoft  fay,  into  a  fafeone.  In  this  laft 
vaft  Odds  arc  for  you;  in  the  other  againft  you.  If 
indeed  Perfons  run  head-long  into  the  Diftemper,  out 
of  a  fort  of  Difpair,  without  any  previous  Preparation, 
that  may  be  lookt  upon  as  tempting  Providence:  But 
it  can  never  be  properly  called  tempting  Providence, 
to  follow  the  ballance  of  Reafon,  and  the  moft  pruden¬ 
tial  Methods,  in  an  Affair  of  fuch  Importance  to  hu¬ 
man  Life.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  more  agreeable  to 
the  common  courfe  of  Providence,  to  follow  the  moft 
prudential  Methods  in  all  arduous  Cafes,  as  the  Cafe 
before  us  certainly  is;  and  not  expeCt  Miracles  before 
all  human  means,  are  made  ufe  of. 


But 


But  ftill  timorous  People  may  objett,  that  we  are 
not  abfolutely  fafe  under  Inoculation;  fo me  Patients 
may  dye  under  it,  C?c.  abfolutely  fafe !  Who  is  abio. 
Jutely  fafe  in  any  great  Diftemper?  Anfwer:  If  we 
are  not  abfolutely  fafe,  we  are  morally  fafe :  Nay,  ab¬ 
folutely  fafer,  than  when  it  is  taken  by  Infeaion.  The 
ballance  of  Reafon  is  for  you  in  one  Cafe ;  and  vaft 
Odds  againft  in  the  other.  ’Tis  true  fome  Accidents 
may  happen  under  the  greateft  Precautions:  There  may 
be  latent  Indifpofitions  efcaping  the  Knowledge  of  the 
moft  expert  Phyficians;  Nurfes  and  Tenders  may  be 
negligent:  Perfons  may  catch  fuddain  Colds  and  the 
like,  which  ought  not  properly  to  be  attributed  to  In¬ 
oculation,  but  to  other  unforefeen  Accidents,  equally 
incident,  when  the  Diftemper  is  taken  by  Infedfion; 
where  in  grown  Perfons  ’tis  generally  attended  with 
more  fatal  Symptoms.  But  I  befeech  you,  Sir,  confi- 
der  and  compare  the  numbers  that  dye  the  common 
way,  efpecially  in  full  grown  Perfons,  with  thofe  who 
mifcarry  under  Inoculation ;  and  you  wiil  find  the  bal¬ 
lance  of  Reafon  is  ftill  againft  you :  That  it  looks  more 
like  tempting  Providence,  to  leave  it  to  fuch  a  fata! 
Chance,  than  to  take  the  moft  prudential  and  timely 
Methods  to  prevent  it.  So  I  lhall  fay  no  more  on 

(his  Head* 

Another  Objection,  which  you  infift  upon  very 
much,  is,  vis**  That  perfons  cannot  in  Confidence  bring 
a  Diftemper  voluntarily,  and  direftly  upon  themfelves, 
which  they  may  poffibly  efcape  all  their  Lives ;  and 
poflibly  fave-  their  Lives  if  they  have  it.  Tojjibly , 
they  may :  But  not  very  Probably,  in  either  Cafe. 
’Tis  anfwered  therefore. 

t/l.  Thae 
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r, i/?-  That  the  Propofition  is  not  univerfally  true:  For 
Perionsboth  may,  and  frequently  dofuffar  Diftempers, 
properly  fo  called  to  be  given  to  them,  to  prevent  others 
of  more  dangerous  Confequence ;  as  Phyficians  endea¬ 
vour  to  give  the  Gout  Lome  times;  which  generally  kills 
People  at  the  long  run,  when  it  gets  u  p  to  the  Head  or 
Stomach.  Yet  the  Gout  is  certainly  a  Diftemper;  and' 
a,  lino  ft  a  fatal  one  firft,  or  laft :  Again,  when  Limbs, 
are  broke  and  fhattered  very  much,  they  ate  often  cut. 
oft;  which  fcarce  ever  fails  of  bringing  a  dangerous 
Fever  along  with  it:  Nay  Vomits  and  Purges  may  be 
Diftempers  (ui  generis :  By  <  onfequence  that  Propofi¬ 
tion  is  not  univerftlly  true  in  \ erms,  but  requires  a 
Diftindtion;  which  Diftindtion  ought,  if  any  where, 
to  have  place  in  the  fmall  Pox-,  to  prevent  the  emnii- 
nent  Danger  of  it,  if  taken  by  Infection ;  particularly 
in  full  grown  Perfons.  ’Tis  anlwered  therefore. 

id.  That  we  can’t  bring  a  Diftemper  upon  our- 
felves,  unlds  to  prevent  a  much  more  dangerous  one* 
let  it  pafs  .  We  can  t  bring  a  Diftemper  upon  ourfelves 
to  prevent  a  much  more  dangerous  one,  it  is  denyed 
diredtly.  Nay,  in  our  Cafe,  it  is  turning  the  fame  Di- 
ftempei ,  fiom  an  almoft  fatal  one,  into  a  favourable 
one,  not  to  fay  a  iafe  one:  Or  it  is  anticipating,  the 
fame  Diftemper  in  fuch  Circumftances,  as  will  prevent 
the  emminent  Fatality  of  it-  So  thar  Inoculation  in 

f  rtxi  IS  vaftly  more  fafe,  and  vaftly  the  more  probable 
to  fave  your  Life.  •  ; 

•  ♦  . ,  . 

• 

3  |  Propofition  taken  in  Terms,  proves  too- 

much,  as  they  iay  in  the  Schools :  For  Infiance,  fun. 
pole  it  were  certain,  you  would  dye  of  the  Small-pox 

*  '  if 
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sf  taken  by  Infefhon,  and  certainly  efcape  the  Danger 
by  Inoculation, ,  yet  in  this  Hypothefis,  according? to 
that  Propofition,  you  muftnot  Inoculate,  becaufeyou 
can  t  in  Confcience  give  yourfelf  a  Diftemper  as  all 
Inoculation  muft  be  attended  with  ergo:  You  can*t  In» 
oculate,  though  it  would  certainly  fave  your  Life: 
Who  will  embrace  fuch  away  ofReafoning?  An  other 
Dili  mcnon  may  be  given  to  the  fame  Propofition  •  viz 
\Ve  can’t  give  ourfelves  a  Diftemper  in  order  to X 
ftroy  oundves;  it  is  granted :  We  can’t  give  ourfelves 

j.^^emPer*  111  order  to  fave  our  Lives,  ’tis  denied 
directly.  Inoculation  is  applyed  to  prevent  the  Fata- 
hty  of  the  fame  Diftemper,  when  taken  by  Infedion, 
in  which  Cate  the  Odds  are  againft  us,  both  for  our 
'  Lives,  and  that  we  fhall  catch  it  firft  or  laft.  Neither 
is  tilts  doing  Evil  that  Good  may  come  out:  Since  a 
prudent  Precaution  to  fave  our  Lives,  is  a  good  Ac¬ 
tion  ;  And  at  the  worft  the  lefTer  Evil  is  to  be  chofen. 

If  you  urge  further ;  That  in  Cafe  of  giving  the  Gout 
cutting  off  a  Limb  and  the  like,  the  Evil  is  aauallv 
upon  you,  Death  is  at  your  Door  without  it:  Where¬ 
as  you  may  poffibly  efcape  the  Small-pox  all  your  Life  • 
or  may  chance  recover  if  you  catch  it.  Anger.  Firft’ 
Thofe  Examples,  were  chiefly  to  Ihew,  that  the  fore¬ 
going  Propofition  was  not  univerfally  true  .•  As  certain¬ 
ly  it  is  not.  2 dly.  That  there  are  vaft  Odds,  you  will 
not  efcape  it  all  your  Life ;  and  vaft  Odds  that  you  will 

prevent  the  Fatality  .of  it  by  Inoculation:  Which  is 
molt  eligible  ?  ...  . 

There  is  another  Objection  againft  Inoculation,  of  a 
dineient  Nature :  visa,  that  by  inoculation,  you  may 

•  ,  fpread 
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ipread  the  Infe£Hon,  and  communicate  it  to  Numbers 
of  Perfons  not  prepared  for  it;  or  perhaps  in  an  ill 
habit  of  Body,  and  by  it  occafion  the  Death  of  inno¬ 
cent  Perfons;  which  would  be  little  lefs  than  Murder. 
jinfwer.  This  Objeftion  I  own,  ought  to  have  great 
Weight  with  Inoculate* s :  Who  are  obliged  in  Juftice 
and  Conscience  to  take  Care  that  the  InfeSion  fee  not 
communicated  to  Perfons  unprepared ;  but  asthis  does 
not  fall  upon  the  Operation;  to  be  fure  all  pofliblc 
Care  ought  to  be  taken,  that  the  Intention  isnotfpread 
by  it.  Which  the  Inoculators  ought  in  Confcience  to 
guard  againft,  to  the  belt  of  their  Power. 

Another  ObjeSion,  provided  it  were  real  Fa£t,  de- 
ftroys  the  Practice  of  Inoculation  all  at  once:  vizi 
That  People  may  have  the  Di  Hem  per  again  by  Infec¬ 
tion,  after  they  have  been  Inoculated:  If  tnis  were 
true,  there  ought  to  be  an  end  of  Inoculation ;  and  it 
would  be  the  greateft  Folly  to  attempt  it :  But  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  Cafe  has  ever  really  happened : 
provided  the  real  Small-pox  was  given :  Nor  is  it  more 
likely  that,  it  fhould,  than  to  have  it  twice  by  Infec¬ 
tion.  This  ObjeQion  is  more  immaginary  than  real. 
Suppofing  in  each  Cafe,  it  is  the  true  Small-pox:  And 
to  make  it  more  fure,  eight  or  ten  Years  old,  feems  to 
be  the  propereft  Age  to  Inoculate  j  not  when  they  are 
mere  Infants. 

Laftly,  one  may  objefl  that  the  Tendernefs  of  Pa¬ 
rents  for  their  Children :  Or  perhaps  for  an  only  Heir 
to  a  Family,  may  make  Parents  never  forgive  them- 
fclves;  if  any  Accident  ffiould  caufe  them  to  mifearry; 
cr  even  lofe  an  Eye  or  Eyes  by  it ;  In  fucb  a  Cafe  fure- 
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ly  Inoculation  is  not  advifable.  Anfvoer .  A  Tender* 
nefs  in  Parents  for  their  Children  is  very  commend* 
able,  provided  it  be  not  a  falfe  one:  But  oftentimes  it 
proceeds  more  from  a  tendernefs  for  themfelvcs,  and 
Self-love,  than  any  thing  elfe:  That  is,  rather  than 
bear  the  Agony  of  their  Fears,  they  will  keep  their 
Children  up  till  they  are  out  of  their  Power,  and  fb 
leave  them  to  the  Danger  of  catching  it  by  infection, 
after  fome  Surfeit,  or  ill  habit  of  Body,  which  is  gene¬ 
rally  the  Cafe;  When  vaft:  Odds  are  againll  them,  that 
they  will  have  it  firft  or  laft ;  with  vaft  greater  Danger, 
and  attended  with  infinite  more  inconveniences,  than 
when  they  were  young  and  prepared  for  it,  which  I 
leave  to  their  ferious  Confideration.  But  on  the  other 
Hand,  when  they  have  fettled  them  in  the  World,  per* 
haps  at  vaft  Expencesto  the  Family;  they  arefnatched 
away  by  this  fatal  Diftemper,  which  might  have  been 
prevented  by  a  timely  Inoculation:  How  could  they 
forgive  themfelves  in  that  Cafe? 

Thefe  are  the  molt  material  Objettions  againft  Ino¬ 
culation  :  Now,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  make  a  Recapi¬ 
tulation  of  the  Arguments  for  it;  and  put  them  in  one 
View:  In  the  firft  place,  if  there  can  be  any  Help  in 
Medicine,  for  purifying  and  preparing  the  Patient,  in 
order  to  render  the  Diftemper  more  favourable ;  here 
you  have  Time  to  make  the  Application:  You  know 
what  you  are  about :  You  take  the  Patient  at  a  pro¬ 
per  Age,  when  he  is  in  a  good  ftate  of  Health,  puri¬ 
fied  and  prepared  for  it;  all  which  muft  be  great  helps; 
idly.  As  there  is  vaft  Difference  in  the  Kinds  of  the 
Small-pox,  as  well  as  in  the  youthful  Conftitutions  of 
the  Perfons,  from  whom  you  take  the  morbifick  Mat¬ 
ter: 


ter :  Surely  in  this  Cafe,  one  will  take  it  from  a  voting 
healthy  Perfon,  and  the  moft  favourable  Kind;  Natu¬ 
ral  Reafon  convinces  us,  there  muft  he  a  vaft  Difference 
in  this.  But  if  you  take  it  by  infection,  the  moft  vi¬ 
rulent  kind  is  naturally  more  infe£Hous;  and  more 
likely  to  carry  a  complication  of  other  Evils  along  with 
it.  Nay  comes  upon  you  not  only  unprepared;  but 
generally  upon  feme  other  Indifpofition  ;  which  par¬ 
ticularly  in  full  grown  Perfons,  renders  the  Diftemper 
ftill  more  fatal.  Thefelnconveniencics  are  generally 
prevented  by  Inoculation;  Where  if  the  Operation  be 
performed  in  a  proper  Age,  duly  prepared,  and  other 
Precautions  mentioned  before,  be  obferved,  repeated 
Experience  fhews  us,  that  it  is  very  nigh  an  abfolute 
fafeone.  Nay  if  Perfons  are  Inoculated  at  a  full  grown  ' 
they  have  all  the  abovementioned  Helps:  Eut, 
what  is  a  particular  Addition  to  thefe  Confiderations. 
g dly .  That^m/J  Fear  of  the  Diftemper,  and  of  Death 
by  it,  is  vaftly  diminifhed;  This  Fear  is  fometimes 
more  fatal  to  them  than  the  Diftemper  itfelf:  As  foon  i 
as  they  know  they  have  caught  the  Small-pox,  they 
give  themfelvesfor  left;  In  fo  much,  that  they  are  for-  j 
ced  to  be  deceived  and  made  to  believe  that  his  fome 
Ra(h,  Meafles,  or  the  like.  This  Fear,  in  fine,  muft 
be  juftly  leflened,  when  they  have  all  previous  Helps, 
and  Preparations;  receive  it  from  the  moft  favourable 
Kind,  and  are  armed  againft  the  Dread  of  it,  both  by 
Reafon  and  Choice.  4 thJy.  If  you  take  it  in  the  moral 
Senfe,  with  refpedt  to  the  next  Life,  which  doubtlefs 
‘  h  is  great  Weight  with  your  Brothers  of  the  Strbcn, 
young  Perfons,  are  humanly  fpeaking,  in  a  more  in¬ 
nocent  Way,  than  full  grown  Perfons,  when  they  are 
ftfrprifed  with  it  unprepared,  in  every  Pvefpedi:  Even 
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Sf?'f0nhare  b?“er  °PP0rtunities  to  prepare  them- 

S S  P*»fn  “  »  wy  soof  M  oc  "E 

tual  Senfe,  Inoculation  mu  ft  be  infinite  bet  wr  fi"'1’ 
catch, ng  i, by.  Weffion.  Then  in  S’ ^  ’< ™ 
w.d.  refpea  to  then-  Friends  and  Parents';  if  w’ 
Reafon,  rather  than  Fondnefs,  I  am  W 
more  aflhdlmg  to  Parents  to  lofe  a  Child  mown  Un 
Maturity,  than  when  he  is  younn-  though  nl  f  1  ° 

Mother  will  not  think  fo.  In  thec/J/  S f 

fall  Families  foiettae^  wS 

Families,  as  well  as  t  hildren  juft  fettled  in  the  rv  .1  / 
are  fnatched  away  fuddenlv  hv  this  rwo  m  '  I‘vorJu> 
all  their  Affairs  at  fixes  a  J ffve  h S  c  Ifiid  *"** 

provided  for,  and  the  like  :  On  the  othe  u  S™  T' 
great  Fortunes  are  given  out  of  the  Family  for  In" Ho” 
nourable  or  advantageous  Match,  on  (uddain  all  il 
irrecoverably  loft;  And  the  Friends  Ihl!,’ 
their  Folly,  or  Fondnefs,  in  not  preventing  the  Fataffv 
when  they  were  young.-  It  was  Ihc wif  Jefo  f  fe 
much  fafer  it  is,  in  the  phyfical  Senfe-  becauff 
Phyfician  has  Time  to  work  and  nremi-p  A  p  • 

before  the  infttlion  feizss  him;  1 

refliSt  I*.*'  ?,nancc  ontwfco  in  every 

relped  is  for  Inoculation  ’Tis  ^iven  in  r hr  m  ‘ * 

per  Time  of  Life,  with  all  the  flelps  »d  F  rewneC 

Kintda">T-  A I  C ■’  Tal™  from  the  "toil  favourable 

Kind  Tis  turning  an  almoft  fatal  Diftemner  not  on  u 
into  a  favourable  one.  bnr  ri!,"  F!1 -not  °-n  7 


into  a  favourable  one,  but  morally 

one :  Tis  not  fo  much  giving  a  Diftemper,  as  a 


o  fare 
antici¬ 
pating 
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wine  the  fame  Diftemper,  in  much  fafer  Circum- 
C"egs  and  there  are  vaft  Odds  againft  you,  that  you 

wJfta  “it  firit  or  laft  in  more  g'S 

I 

fence,  hot  rather  according ;  to the .common  Rote  rf 

5*  Ess?  £XS£S  &*£*  t  r:r; 

tance  to  human  Life.' This  confcienfious  part,  I  piefu ■  , 
was  the  chief  Motive,  which  induced  you  Gentlemen 
inf  the  S 'crbon  to  interfere  in  this  Difpute;  and  was  the 
real  Cccafion  of  this  Letter,  f.nce  fuch  Scruples  maybe 
the  Occasion  of  the  Death  of  numbers  of  People,  whofe 

Lives  might  be  faved  by  Inoculation.  I  can  adure  yo  , 

c-  t  ihnnld  never  have  meddled  with  this  ouDje-t  toL 
Wtiting  fike;  ana  do  it  now  with  Submifion  to  better 
Judgments.  I  am 


t'V 


SIR ,  &c. 
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